[The relationship of Sindbis virus assembly and the viral protein 6K with intermediate filaments].
The relationship of Sindbis virus (Sbv) assembly with intermediate filaments was studied by means of whole-mount and DGD embedment-free technique of EM together with the procedure of gentle extraction. In the early stage of Sbv infection, the "virus assembly center" was suspended in the intermediate filament network. In the late stage, the assembling and assembled virus nucleocapsids were associated with intermediate filaments. It is presumable that the virus nucleocapsids may move from the "virus assembly center" to cytoplasmic membrane along the intermediate filaments. Further study using immunolabelling technique indicated that the nonstructural protein 6K of Sbv was probably associated with intermediate filaments as well.